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2004 Governor’s

Conference
To the 30th Montana

Governor’s Conference on Tourism and

celebrate

Recreation and the longevity of Montana’s
tourism partnership, we are adding some
new features to our 2004 gathering scheduled
for the Holiday Inn Grand Montana,
Billings, April 5-6:

*Credit cards accepted. Pay your
registration, exhibitor and sponsor fees via
fax or mail with MasterCard or Visa.

*Field Trip Breakout Sessions - Tuesday
afternoon, April 6, the conference agenda
features three breakout session field trips
to Billings area attractions. The field trips
run from 1:30-4:30 p.m. Conference
goers will be asked to select one field trip
(or the no field trip option) as part of
their registration:

Pompeys Pillar National Monument
Host:
limited seating.
Downtown Billings Arts & Cultural Sites
Host: Billings Cultural Partners, Shuttle service to
and from Holiday Inn, Trollg) used downtown.
Chief Plenty Coups State Park
in Pryor
Host: Fish, Wildlife & Parks, limited seating.
*The Holiday Inn Grand Montana is

trying to incorporate as many Montana-

Pompey’s  Pillar  Historical ~ Association,

made and grown foods as possible into the
conference menu.
A Billings' Governor’s Conference
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Planning Committee has been at work since
last spring developing ideas and activities
that provide conference attendees plenty of
reasons to be in Billings the weekend before
the conference or to stay after it’s over.
They are preparing packages, discounts,
information on weekend events, as well
as celebrating the conference with a
“Big City/Bright Lights” dessert and
entertainment gala as part of the Tuesday
night closing banquet.

discount and event

The package,

information along with conference
registration forms, an agenda outline and
special feature highlights for the goth
Annual

Tourism and Recreation are available on the

Governor’s Conference on
Montana Promotion Division's Intranet
site: www.travelmontana.state. mt.us/conference/.

In the February Travel Montana Update,
we'll highlight the conference’s featured
speakers and breakout session offerings. In
between now and then, you can check out

the updates on the Intranet site.

Montana Goes to NTA

The National Tour Association (NTA)
held its annual convention November
14-18 in Charlotte, NC. Marlee Iverson
and Pam Gosink attended the event and met
with 65 group tour operators on an
appointment basis to promote Montana’s
sites, attractions and services.

This year’s Montana Night was held at the
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Did You Know?

¥ Details of TRIP (Tourism Research Inventory Product/Tour Operator Extracts) reports from Rocky Mountain

International (RMI) are available by contacting Pam Gosink, 406-841-2894., email: pam@visitmt.com.

I Glacier National Park will increase its entrance fees beginning January I, 2004.. The cost of a seven-day pass at

Glacier will increase from $10 to $20.

I The feature film Heaven’s Pond, filmed in the Libby area during August — September 2002, has been renamed
Devil’s Pond and is now available on DVD and VHS.

I Montana’s Lodging Facility Use Tax collection results by tourism region can be viewed at

www.travelmontana.state.mt.us, click on News & Updates, Lodging Tax Revenue.

historic Morehead Inn. In cooperation with
the Montana Promotion Division, more
than 25 Montana tourism service suppliers
hosted over 45 tour operators at the
educational/dinner event. Winner of this
year’s trip for two to Montana is Melody
Mis of Unlimited Tours & Travel based
in St. Louis, MO. The contest is open to
the NTA

conference and is supported by Montana

tour operators attending
suppliers, travel regions and the Montana
Promotion Division.

Leads from NTA will be posted on the
Intranet site: www.travelmontana.state.mt.us
under Group Travel, password “groups”
or for more information contact

Marlee Iverson, 406-841-2895,

email: marlee@visitmt.com.

Judge Reinstates
Snowmobile Ban in

Yellowstone Park
At the time of this writing, a federal judge

struck down a Bush administration plan to
allow snowmobiling to continue in
Yellowstone and Grand Teton national
parks. The decision means that limited
snowmobiling will be allowed this winter but
will no longer be permitted beginning the
winter of 2004-05. At that point, only
snowcoaches will be allowed.

The snowmobile community, through
the International Snowmobile Manufacturers
Association (ISMA), immediately filed an
appeal against the judge’s opinion. The
State of Wyoming and the National Park
Service (NPS) joined the request for an
emergency stay. The Montana Promotion
Division will keep the Montana tourism
industry appraised of the situation through
press releases and updated information on
the winter web site: www.wintermt.com.

Montana Department of Commerce, Promotion Division, Betsy Baumgart, Administrator

406-841-2870 « TDD 406-841-2702 ¢+ fax 406-841-2871 « web: visitmt.com

industry intranet: travelmontana.state.mt.us
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